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Mud, mud, glorious mud, 

Nothing quite like it for cooling the blood, 

So follow me, follow 

Down to the hollow 

And there let us wallow in glorious mud 

So many people must have been humming this 

song over the last couple of months with the 

weather either freezing cold or pouring with rain.  

The Shoreburs greenway path near to Botany Bay 

road was almost unnegotiable at times. 

 
The footpaths which we laid on the reserve over 

the past couple of years fared much better but 

there is more work to be done especially after 

illegal motor bikes have created more mud 

making some areas unnegotiable. 

 
With spring now definitely upon us, we are 

working on our own roadmap back to normality.  

Treemendous Southampton is offering us several 

oak and hazel saplings for the reserve and we have 

been offered several trees by volunteers and 

members so hope to plant these before it is too 

late.  There is a mountain of work to be done. 

 

We are liaising with the National Park City group 

in Southampton with regard to holding Men’s 

Shed activities at the Study Centre.  We have also 

linked with Southampton University BioHub with 

the aim to create interesting activities and the 

students performing surveys and talks/walks on 

the reserve as part of their outreach and research.  

We also hope to get involved with the City of 

Culture bid with the Green Projects group. 

POND  PROJECT 

Prep work for getting a floating digger into the 

pond commenced on the 8
th

 March and the lily 

and silt removal will commence 15
th

 March.  

Focus will be on the deeper parts of the pond to 

remove a large proportion of lilies and some silt.  

Where the mud slopes down to the pond, it will be 

backfilled with silt to create a more level plateau 

useable for fishing/access.  There is a new bid to 

the Environmental Agency for creating an 

invert/amphibian pond at the northern end with 

access for pond dipping, education, etc.  It is 

hoped that as part of the future management of the 

reserve, serious survey work is undertaken later 

this year with setting up a butterfly transect. 

 
MARMALADE 

Two batches of Seville orange marmalade has 

been made as although there are no events on the 

horizon, these oranges are only available for a 



short time.  If anyone would like some, please get 

in touch, prices range from £1.50 to £2.50. 

 
Two of our members, Phil Budd and Jill 

Doubleday are also part of the Friends of Peartree 

Green Group and have kindly given us an update. 

Friends of Peartree Green news  

If you haven’t been along to Peartree Green LNR 

lately, you might not have seen our new signs (see 

photo).  These have been installed on the barriers 

across and parallel to Sea Road with the aim of 

raising awareness that the area is now a Local 

Nature Reserve.  The barriers were first cleaned 

up and painted by our treasurer Eamonn Koegh, 

with paint provided by the City Council, before 

Crystal Clear installed the signs. 

Another improvement has been the opening up of 

the bank either side of the ‘chalky path’ (aka 

wildflower walk).  The Council have cut down 

saplings and larger scrub, with some follow up 

work by Phil Budd.  The aim is to restore the 

wildflower bank which had become overgrown.  

Earlier work at the south end of this path has 

revived a colony of Viper’s Bugloss, a blue flower 

very attractive to bees.  In September 2020 during 

a lessening of the Covid-19 restrictions, we 

carried out some experimental haymaking in two 

small areas of the green.  We then sowed Red 

Bartisia seed which is a plant that weakens 

vigorous grasses such as False Oatgrass which are 

invading the finer grasses required for butterflies. 

During the more restrictive spring lockdown we 

were unable to carry out species recording and 

public events but we managed to compile a 

biodiversity list of species recorded on the green 

which currently (16
th

 February 2021) stands at 

1,187 species. This includes 149 fungi and 

lichens, 314 flowering plants and ferns, over 500 

insect species, nearly 60 species of birds and 17 

species of amphibian, reptile and mammal. 

Examples include the rare Bithynian Vetch and 

the Red Poplar Beetle pictured below. 

Please check Facebook/Friends of Peartree 

Green for up-to-date information, or email Jill 

on jillpeartree@gmail.com to join our mailing 

list. Photo credits : Phil Budd, Diane Watkins 

and Jill Doubleday 
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