
Joanne Hughes, Integrated Commissioning Unit

Funding Opportunities



Introduction

• Joanne Hughes, Assistant Service Development Officer, 
Integrated Commissioning Unit (ICU)

• The ICU commissions services on behalf of Southampton City 
Council and Southampton City Clinical Commissioning Group 
(CCG)

• Most of the services are commissioned via contracts, but 
there are also some grants as well (such as the Short Breaks 
grant)

• We also administer broader council grants (such as 
Community Chest) and grants for other council teams (such as 
the Events and Festivals Grant)



Community Chest

• Grants up to £2,500

• £100,000 annual budget

• Two rounds per year, 2020 deadlines:

• Friday 15 May 2020, decision in mid-August, for projects starting September 
2020

• Friday 30 October 2020, decision in mid-January 2021, for projects starting 
February 2021

• Applicants must have an income of less than £250,000 per year

• Grants are awarded for a wide range of projects, but there are some 
things we can’t fund – read the guidelines for details.

• Grant must be spent within 12 months of being awarded



Community Chest continued

• If successful, you must wait a full financial year before applying again (i.e. 
if you receive a grant is 2020/21, you cannot apply again until 2022/23

• It is also expected groups will apply to other sources of funding before 
applying again

• Award process:

• Technical assessment by officers – can we fund it?

• Recommendations made by cross-party panel of Councillors

• Final award decision made by Cabinet Member for Green City and 
Environment, Councillor Steve Leggett.  Decision is made at one of the 
monthly Cabinet meetings.



Jo’s top tips

Read the application guidelines



Celebrations Grant
• Grants up to £500

• Two rounds per year, 2020 deadlines are:

• 15 May 2020, decision in mid-August, for projects starting September 
2020

• 31 October 2020, decision in mid-January 2021, for projects starting 
February 2021

• There is no income cap for applicants

• Grants are awarded for community celebration events that 
bring different communities together

• You may receive two grants in three years

• Award process is the same as Community Chest



Jo’s top tips

Don’t wait until the deadline day to 
submit your application



Events and Festivals Grant

• Grants up to £5,000 (£10k in exceptional circumstances), up to 
50% of total event costs.

• For large scale public events and festivals across the city 
(2,000 or more people) that draw in people from across the 
city and outside the city

• Open now, apply any time until 30 October 2020, decisions 
take approx. 6 weeks.

• In 2020 the main focus will be Mayflower 400 and the city’s 
heritage

• All not-for-profit organisations can apply, along with for-profit 
organisations, sole traders and individuals



Jo’s top tips

Be like Santa - check it twice



Funding newsletter, bulletin & database

• Grant schemes are offered throughout the year, as and when 
funding becomes available

• The best way to stay up to date with the council’s funding 
opportunities

• The bulletin has information about other funders with 
upcoming deadlines in the next 2 months

• The funder database holds information on funders who have 
offered funding in the past year

• You can sign up online: http://www.southampton.gov.uk/people-
places/grants-funding/funding-newsletters.aspx

http://www.southampton.gov.uk/people-places/grants-funding/funding-newsletters.aspx


Jo’s top tips

If in doubt, ask



General tips

• Each grant scheme has it’s own application guidelines.  You 
MUST read these before applying

• The applicant must be a formally set up organisation, unless 
the guidelines specifically state individuals can apply

• Applicants must be not-for-profit, unless the guidelines 
specifically state for-profit organisations and sole traders can 
apply

• We do not accept unsolicited applications

• We do not award grants during the pre-election period – this 
year it is Thursday 26 March to Thursday 7 May 2020



Green applications

• The council launched its Green Charter in 2019 and we are 
applying it to all our grant schemes

• We believe everyone can do something to make their projects 
and activities a bit greener, such as:

• Encouraging your attendees to leave the car at home and walk, cycle 
or get the bus to your activities (where possible)

• Using re-useable or recyclable (in Southampton) materials

• Reducing single use items, such as paper flyers – do you really need 
5,000?  Could you use a mix of flyers and social media advertising?

• This may mean you have to ask funding for more slightly more 
expensive items than you would have previously – that’s okay.



Jo’s top tips

Get the latest city statistics to support 
your application

https://data.southampton.gov.uk/

https://data.southampton.gov.uk/


Contract opportunities

• If you’re new to contracts there’s some information on our website about 
how we procure services http://www.southampton.gov.uk/people-
places/grants-funding/voluntary-contract-training.aspx

• Our contract opportunities are listed on the Supply Southampton portal 
http://www.southampton.gov.uk/business-licensing/supply-
council/supply-portal.aspx

• You need to register on the portal to see the full details, but can see a 
brief summary of the service without registering

• In the ICU we are working on improving our communication with 
organisations – both those currently delivering services and those who 
may be interested. 

http://www.southampton.gov.uk/people-places/grants-funding/voluntary-contract-training.aspx
http://www.southampton.gov.uk/business-licensing/supply-council/supply-portal.aspx


Useful links

• Find our grant schemes online at: www.southampton.gov.uk/grants

• Grants email: grants@southampton.gov.uk

• Funding Central – free for organisations with an annual income under 
£100,000 - https://www.fundingcentral.org.uk/default.aspx

• Know How - knowledge and e-learning for charities, social enterprises and 
community groups, including a dedicated section on funding and income 
https://knowhow.ncvo.org.uk/site-homepage#

http://www.southampton.gov.uk/grants
mailto:grants@southampton.gov.uk
https://www.fundingcentral.org.uk/default.aspx
https://knowhow.ncvo.org.uk/site-homepage


Jo’s final top tip

Please, please, please read the 
application guidelines!


