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We hope everyone has survived the deluge of wet 

weather we have had to endure over the past 

couple of months.   

PUMPKIN  FESTIVAL 

The dreadful weather didn’t seem to dampen the 

spirits of those who attended this annual event at 

Royal Victoria Country Park.  Footfall was down 

by about 50%, as was our takings on the day.  

However, those that braved the weather had an 

enjoyable day. 

 
Some colourful pumpkins 

 
Roll up for the tombola 

APPLE  DAY 

Much better weather for this enjoyable day and it 

is now proving so successful that it looks like we 

will have to make it an annual event.  Compared 

to last year, many more apples were donated and 

more people attended with 50 for the guided 

foraging walk.  Thanks to Bruce and Gemma for 

these amazing photos. 

 
Colourful apples 

 
Various methods of chopping them up 

 
A helping hand 



 

 
Foraging 

 

 
Many hands make light work 

MONTHLY  WORK  DAYS 

These have been very busy.  The University 

volunteers came in October to do some work in 

the pond. 

 
They love getting wet 

 
Bruce busy as usual 

We doubled our work days in November in order 

to work on some new footpaths thanks to a grant 

from the Prime Foundation. 

 
Boys and their toys 

 
Volunteers of all ages 



 
Finished at last 

ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING 

At the meeting Mac gave an overview of the 

conservation work carried out over 10 work days 

with over 200 different volunteers attending 

totalling 1,000 hours.  There were 6 Corporate 

Work Days with 60 volunteers attending. 

Steve gave a presentation of a very exciting pond 

restoration project to be undertaken by the 

Environment Agency with help from our 

volunteers.  The project includes putting in proper 

fishing platforms and desilting restoration work 

by draining the pond.  We will let everyone know 

when we need help. 

The following Committee were elected : 

Chairman – Colin Oliphant. 

Vice-Chairman – Mac Ince. 

Treasurer – Linda Oliphant. 

Secretary – Val Wells. 

Committee members – Richard Barton, Steve 

Groom, Joanne Gulliver, Clare Hayles, Gareth 

Jenkins, Tracy Padfield and Terry Rendle. 

Phil Budd and Claire Jenkins have stood down. 

NATUREWATCH  GROUP 

It has been an extremely busy year with the 

numbers of children attending on a Sunday 

steadily increasing, mainly due to advertising on 

Facebook.  The children have really enjoyed 

themselves undertaking various craft activities at 

the Centre and going on walks around the Local 

Nature Reserve.  They were particularly busy at 

the November session. 

 

 
 

 
Autumn leaves still hanging on 

 
A beetle encountered on their walk 

CHRISTMAS 

We decided not to have a Christmas Fayre this 

year – last year’s was a total wash out and we 

have tried other venues without success.  

However, we haven’t discarded it altogether for 

the future and we are still investigating 

alternatives. 

HAPPY  CHRISTMAS  TO EVERYONE  

AND  WE LOOK  FORWARD  TO  SEEING  

YOU  IN  THE  NEW  YEAR. 
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