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Southampton is a vibrant, busy city that we are all proud to protect and serve. This newsletter is for 
our trusted partners with the aim to bring you closer to the teams and the people that identify risk, 
tackle offenders and protect those who most need our help. We will list the challenges we are facing, 
the problems we are solving, and opportunities to work together.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Policing Southampton  
Partnership briefing  

Investigation updates 
and court cases 
 
Operation Quantum  

 
Former Southampton Football 
Coach Convicted of Non-recent 
Child Sex Abuse 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This was the investigation into alle-
gations of non recent child sex 
abuse against Bob Higgins; an ex 
youth football coach at Southamp-
ton Football Club in the 70s, 80s 
and 90s. It was a very high profile 
case attracting national and inter-
national media coverage. Higgins 
was found guilty of 46 counts last 
week at Bournemouth Crown 
Court. This was a re-trial as last 
year, the jury could not reach a 
verdict on all counts. This was a 
huge, complex and protracted in-
vestigation carried out by our Op-
eration Marmion Team who deal 
with allegations of non-recent sex-
ual abuse within institutions or per-
petrated by people of prominence. 
Higgins will be sentenced on June 
11 at Winchester Crown Court.  
—————————————— 
Op Pensive and Op Kim  
 
These investigations relate to non-
fatal stabbings in the city centre 
parks in Southampton in March. 
Both crimes continue to be investi-
gated by our teams at Southamp-
ton Central and several arrests 
have been made. These assaults 
were serious and believed to drug-
related and not welcome in our 
city. It’s important our approach to 
making the parks safer is a part-
nership effort and from our side 
this continues with regular, proac-
tive patrols.  

Twitter Q&A review #PolicingSouthampton 

On May 22, we hosted a digital beat surgery on knife 
crime, drug related harm and related ASB. It was an oppor-
tunity for residents of Southampton to ask us on what we 
are doing about serious crime and why it is a priority for us 
in comparison to other crimes.  
 
Our Twitter followers were given exclusive access to a Sgt, 
Inspector and Chief Inspector. We had some really great 
questions and engagement.  
 
Next time, we will be looking to 
get more people in the city to 
voice their concerns to us and 
have their questions answered 
publicly.  
 
It’s really important our commu-
nities feel they can approach us 
and make reports, and feel confi-
dent in doing so. Reporting of 
even minor incidents or ASB 
help us build up an intelligence 
picture of more serious crimes 
and talking about the importance 
of this was one of the key  
themes of the night.  
 
 

County Lines Intensification Week  
May 13—19  

National week of action coordinated by 
the NCA  

 
As a force, we:  

 
 Made 46 arrests (36 men and 10 women)  
 Seized more than £17K cash  
 Seized 10 weapons, including pepper spray, 

knives and a knuckle duster  
 Safeguarded 28 vulnerable people  
 
 
In Southampton, we carried out a number of warrants and made several arrests. This kind of action disrupts 
drugs gangs and gives us a chance to identify and safeguard vulnerable people; people with drug dependen-
cies who have been cuckooed, and children who have been exploited. By highlighting the good work we do it 
gives local people confidence in our commitment to tackle drug related harm and serious violence in our com-
munities.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out our Twitter 
pages to keep up to 
date. For Central, 

East and North 
Teams go to 

@SouthamptonCops. 
 

For the West of the 
city, follow  

@ShirleyPolice 

Don’t forget about the Community Partnership Information (CPI) process  
 
As trusted partners we would like to remind you what the form is used for. In its simplest form the 
aim of the CPI is to provide relevant information to us that you think we should know.  
 
Below are two links to the CPI process and forms: 
 
Modern Day Slavery 
http://www.modernslaverypartnership.org.uk/contact-us/  
 
Schools & Education  
https://www.safe4me.co.uk/portfolio/sharing-information/ 
 
When completing the form please try to bear in mind why the information is relevant to us and what 
we might realistically be able to do with it. Think about our priorities as well as those who could be 
at risk of harm or associated to vulnerability. 

Reducing violent crime  
 

Reducing most serious violence (MSV) is one of our prior-
ities and in recent months, we have seen incidents of 
MSV reduce significantly. Alongside that we can see that 
drug-related harm has also reduced. It is symptomatic of 
the fact that possession of offensive weapons and drug 
offences have gone up. We have been proactively target-
ing those involved in drugs and violent crime and seizing 
controlled substances and weapons. This in turn has re-
duced our violence and harm numbers. We have been 
carrying out targeted patrols in the parks and  open spac-
es, targeting those people who cause the most harm in 

our communities and dis-
rupting their behaviour, 
executing warrants and 
using stop and search 
more. All of this has re-
duced violence and made 
Southampton safer.  

http://news.hampshire.police.uk/pressreleases/former-southampton-football-coach-convicted-of-non-recent-child-sex-abuse-2878244?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=Subscription&utm_content=pressrelease
http://news.hampshire.police.uk/pressreleases/former-southampton-football-coach-convicted-of-non-recent-child-sex-abuse-2878244?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=Subscription&utm_content=pressrelease
http://news.hampshire.police.uk/pressreleases/former-southampton-football-coach-convicted-of-non-recent-child-sex-abuse-2878244?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=Subscription&utm_content=pressrelease
https://twitter.com/SouthamptonCops
https://twitter.com/shirleypolice
Modern%20Day%20Slavery
https://www.safe4me.co.uk/portfolio/sharing-information/
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Our priorities 
 

 Preventing, reducing and tackling perpetrators of Most Serious Violence (MSV). 
 

 Preventing, reducing and tackling perpetrators of Domestic Abuse (DA). 
 

 Preventing, reducing and tacking perpetrators of Serious Sexual Offences (SSO) 
 
We also work hard to reduce anti-social behaviour and hate crime and we are keen to continue to work 
with young people to minimise the opportunity of being involved in crime either as a victim or a perpetra-
tor.  

Opinion Poll  
What do you think of this Newsletter?  

Email Chief Inspector Phil Lamb your feedback.  

If you want to know more, please get in touch 
with your local inspector  
 
Inspector Paul Southam  
Millbrook, Coxford, Redbridge, Lordshill 
Inspector Sharman Wicks  
Bitterne, Sholing, Peartree, Woolston 
Inspector Clare Denyer 
City centre, Bargate, Bevois Valley 
Inspector Hayley O’Grady  
Bitterne North, Bassett, Portswood 

 
Community News  

 
ASB and drug litter  
We continue tor receive reports of anti-social behaviour in Broad Green between Palmerston Park and 
Kingsway. We are seeing reports of groups of young people in the area and a lot of drug litter. Inspector 
Clare Denyer would urge residents and partners to report this. Remember you can use a CPI form.  

 
Offensive weapon incident in Riverside Park  
Recently, we responded to a report of a young boy having an axe in Riverside Park. The boy, aged 14-
years-old, was located and the axe was seized. The boy said he was us-
ing it for chopping wood and making catapults and there were never any 
threats made. He was dealt with by way of a community resolution and 
was referred to the Youth Offending Service.  
 
Polish Community Event—June 9 (12pm and 7pm) 
Family Picnic, St Mary’s Independent School in Bitterne Park.  
We are really looking forward to attending this event. Southampton has a 
huge Polish community so this is a really exciting opportunity for us to 
engage with those who might not otherwise come into contact with us, 
especially since Brexit. Cohesion is key in us keeping people safe so we 
will be there to talk about crime prevention and join in the events of the 
day.    

Top 5 call for service  
locations  
 
In the last 90 days we have 
seen the most reports in  
 
 Above Bar Street 
 International Way 
 Tremona Road 
 Victoria Road 
 Shirley Road 

 
Community Cohesion and Ramadan  

 
Ahmed Sasso is our newly appointed Community Cohesion Officer. Ahmed recently retired after serv-
ing as a PC for many years and has come back to work as a member of staff to continue assisting 
Southampton Neighbourhood Policing Teams. His role is to provide advice and support to officers re-
lating to communities, equality and diversity, and service provision.  
 
During Ramadan, Ahmed has been working closely with the Muslim Council of Southampton (MCS), 
to support them in partnership with the national organisation ‘Faith Associates’ to provide training to 
Mosque committees; to better inform them about how best they can safeguard their Mosques and the 
congregation they have responsibility for.  
 
Ahmed has also been attending some of the larger Mosques ‘Big Iftar’ i.e. special ‘Breaking Fast’ eve-
nings. All key partners have been invited to join. 
 
Ramadan is now in its final stage with the end of fasting expected to be on June 5.   
 
The Eid festival is due to be held on June 15 at Hoglands park between 11am and 7pm.  

We carried out eight test purchase operations across 
Southampton on May 29. A 15-year-old tester went into 
eight stores and tried to buy a knife. Two of the stores 
failed and sold the child a knife. One member of staff in 
another store told the child to use the self-service check 
out to make the purchase easier. All the shops tested 
were given advice and spoken to by us and Trading 
Standards. The two stores that failed will be dealt with by 
way of community resolution. But really this is all about 
ensuring staff are continually educated and trained.  

Reducing knife crime: test purchase ops 
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