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Southampton is a vibrant, busy city that we are all proud to protect and serve. This newsletter is for 
our trusted partners with the aim to bring you closer to the teams and the people that identify risk, 
tackle offenders and protect those who most need our help. We will list the challenges we are facing, 
the problems we are solving, and opportunities to work together.  
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Investigation updates 
and court cases 
 
Operation Scorch 
A 33-year-old man from South-
ampton was charged with rape 
and assault and remanded in cus-
tody following the investigation into 
the rape of an 18-year-old woman 
in Riverside Park off Woodmill 
Lane on December 2, 2018. He 
will appear before Southampton 
Crown Court on April 5.  
—————————————— 
Body found in the River Itchen  

You would have seen the news 
reports following the discovery of 
22-year-old man’s body in the Riv-
er Itchen at Woodmill on Sunday 
17 March. We have confirmed 
publicly that he had been hand-
cuffed, having been detained by us 
on 12 January. We self-referred 
this to the IOPC in the first in-
stance. They have reviewed the 
case and advised us we are able 
to investigate the circumstances 
internally. We will let you know 
when this has concluded.  

——————————————
Serious and Organised Crime 

Following an investigation by our 
Serious and Organised Crime Unit 
(SOCU), four men will be sen-
tenced at Southampton Crown 
Court on April 12 after a shot gun 
and cannabis was recovered in a 
vehicle in Southampton in Septem-
ber 2018. Our Serious and Organ-
ised Crime Unit are invested in 
several other court cases where 
Polish nationals are standing trial 
for drug and firearm offences. We 
continue to work hard to engage 
with Polish communities across 
Southampton.  
 

Operation Sceptre week of action  
(March 11—17) 

 
Officers from Southampton took part in a national week 
of action raising awareness around knife enabled crime 
in the city. Specific operations took place across South-
ampton in partnership with supporting agencies.  
 
3 Weapon sweeps in parks  
7 Knives recovered from sweeps  
2 Surrender bins at Central and Portswood  
29 Knives surrendered  
13 School engagements  
5 Stop and Searches  
2 Arrested for possession of a knife  
1 Warrant  
1 Axe seized  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Most Serious Violence  
 
We have had two stabbing incidents in the city centre parks 
this month that we believe are drug related and linked to 
County Lines activity. These were targeted attacks and the 
investigations continue.  
 
Our response to violence in the parks and open spaces is an 
initiative called Operation Refract which is managed by 
Southampton Central Neighbourhood Policing Team. These 
incidents and the impact it has on people living and working 
in Southampton requires a multi-agency approach to problem 
solve. We welcome any wider partnership involvement to 
help reassure communities and ensure the parks remain a 
safe place for people to use and enjoy.   
 
 

Urban Street Gang (USG) mapping 
 

An Urban Street Gang is:  
 
A relatively durable, predominantly street-based group of 
young people who; 
 
 See themselves (and may be seen by others) as a dis-

cernible group, and 
 
 Engage in a range of criminal activity and/or violence. 
 
In Southampton, we have identified a number of young peo-
ple who are operating collectively in a group, feuding with 
other young people and committing violent offences such as 
personal robberies, serious assaults and threats of violence. 
We are concerned that this may result in the exploitation of 
younger people and to mitigate this we are planning to pro-
vide briefings for schools around this.  
 
The group identify as ‘AMO’ and we have seen graffiti of this 
tag and social media posts with this name included. A sec-
ond tag found associated with young people is ’AOB.’   
 
While our investigations and disruption tactics into this group 
continue, we are seeking your help and support in finding out 
more information about the members of this group, their ac-
tivities and any concerns you may have around exploitation, 
planned violence or any other relevant information.  
Just submit a CPI form.   

Community News  
Operation After  
Following on from the incident in Bluebell Road last month whereby a 17-year-old boy suffered gun 
shot wounds to his legs and the possibility of community tension arising from serious violence, the 
Southampton North Neighbourhood Policing Team have been paying particular attention to the com-
munity in that area. We have increased patrols and hosted street briefs, engaged with schools, exe-
cuted warrants to disrupt criminality and used stop and search powers. We continue to have a pres-
ence in the area and are keen to work with residents and partners to reassure and reduce crime.  
 
Bitterne precinct  
We have received numerous reports of young people congregating on the stairwell of the subway 
leading to the Precinct known as ‘the tunnels.’ There are concerns that the activity is related to drug 
supply and we understand the groups intimidate people walking through the underpass.  As a result 
we have introduced a patrol plan and engaged with some of the young people found there. We intend 
to maintain visibility and action to disrupt this activity.  
 
International terrorism response  
Following the terrible incident at the Mosques in Christchurch, New Zealand that saw 50 people killed, 
partners across the city came together to condemn the action of terrorism and extremism, and support 
those who might feel vulnerable to hate crime in the wake of the attacks. It was important for us to di-
rectly communicate with Imams across the district and pay special attention to places of worship in 
order for communities to feel protected and reassured. We continue to undertake regular visits to 
Mosques and Temples to ensure our presence is noticed to maintain trust and community cohesion.  

Special appeal to shop owners and the business community  
We are dealing with a number of commercial robberies in Southampton whereby a group of four peo-
ple enter stores, threaten staff and steal cigarettes. Our question is, where are these cigarettes going? 
We are looking to find premises that are selling these stolen cigarettes at a hugely discounted price. 
Any information should be called in via 101 for via a CPI form.  

Follow 
us on 
Twitter 
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Our priorities 
 

 Preventing, reducing and tackling perpetrators of Most Serious Violence (MSV). 
 

 Preventing, reducing and tackling perpetrators of Domestic Abuse (DA). 
 

 Preventing, reducing and tacking perpetrators of Serious Sexual Offences (SSO) 
 
We also work hard to reduce anti-social behaviour and hate crime and we are keen to continue to 
work with young people to minimise the opportunity of being involved in crime either as a victim or 
a perpetrator.  

Opinion Poll  
What do you think of this Newsletter?  

Email Chief Inspector Phil Lamb your feedback.  

Don’t forget about the Community 
Partnership Information (CPI) process  

 
As trusted partners we would like to remind you 
what the form is used for. In its simplest form the 
aim of the CPI is to provide relevant information 
to us that you think we should know.  
 
Below are two links to the CPI process and 
forms: 
 
Modern Day Slavery 
http://www.modernslaverypartnership.org.uk/
contact-us/  
 
Schools & Education  
https://www.safe4me.co.uk/portfolio/sharing-
information/ 
 
When completing the form please try to bear in 
mind why the information is relevant to us and 
what we might realistically be able to do with it. 
Think about our priorities as well as those who 
could be at risk of harm or associated to vulnera-
bility. 

If you want to know more, please get in touch 
with your local inspector  
 
Inspector Paul Southam  
Millbrook, Coxford, Redbridge, Lordshill 
Inspector Sharman Wicks  
Bitterne, Sholing, Peartree, Woolston 
Inspector Ricky Dhanda  
Inspector Clare Denyer 
City centre, Bargate, Bevois Valley 
Inspector Hayley O’Grady  
Bitterne North, Bassett, Portswood 

Burglary prevention  
 
The days will be longer as of this weekend and that means 
this starts to become a busy period for us.  
 
We have seen a number of burglaries in Southampton where 
offenders have been able to steal cars by fishing keys through accessible windows, letterboxes and 
unlocked front doors. One of the most common mistakes people make is keeping car keys near to 
their doors, and more importantly not locking UPVC doors properly; not turning the key but just lift-
ing the handle up. With the weather getting warmer, people are also more likely to start leaving 
windows open too. We continue to push the message about these small but significant actions that 
can prevent more people falling foul to burglary. Report anyone acting suspiciously to 101.  
 
Distraction burglary is something we can all look out for to support the most vulnerable people in 
our communities. Cold callers or people claiming to offer manual labour on a house or garden often 
prey on elderly people. Remind elderly friends and relatives not to open the door to anyone they 
don’t know.  

Southampton fire 
investigation  

update  
 
The fire that gripped a 
vacant building in St 
Mary’s Street on 
March 26 affected us 
all. More than 60 peo-
ple had to be evacuat-
ed from their homes 
as a result and sur-
rounding roads had to 
be closed while the 
incident was dealt 
with and the area 
made safe. An investi-
gation into the fire 
was launched and as 
a result we arrested 
three 
boys on 
suspicion 
of arson. 
The boys 

are from Southampton 
and aged 11, 12 and 
13-years-old. They 
have been questioned 
and released from 
custody and the in-
vestigation continues. 
Our resources have 
been deployed to 
guard the scene and 
patrol St Marys. The 
building has been 
completely destroyed 
and we are just thank-
ful that no one was 
injured as a result. We 
continue to appeal for 
witnesses and ask the 
public for mobile 
phone footage.  
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