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PUMPKIN  FESTIVAL 

This year’s Pumpkin Festival gave us another 

great event with some glorious weather after a 

slightly damp start.  Back in our usual place, we 

saw thousands of people and had some wonderful 

chats with people new and familiar, inviting them 

all to come and visit our Nature Reserve.  Connor 

Jenkins did well selling the pumpkins and as well 

as having our usual produce, we also made bird 

feeders with the children. 

 
APPLE  DAY 

On the 20
th

 October the first every Apple Day was 

held at the Centre.  A great success!  With new 

visitors coming to the Reserve for the first time 

from as far away as Romsey, Lee-on-Solent and 

Fareham, families were shown how to turn apples 

into fresh, delicious apple juice.  A mid-day 

foraging walk left the Centre taking in some of  

the bounty that nature provides us, including 

various pommes, and the wonderful yellow coated 

scented flowers of gorse.  The walk led to an 

apple tree that kindly gave up 4 wheelbarrows of 

apples.  We went back to the Centre to press them 

into even more apple juice which tastes much 

better than anything bought in the shops.  We 

hope to make this a regular event, so if you know 

anyone with an apple tree, tell them all about it. 

 

 
MARY  GODFREY 

We had to say a sad farewell to one of our original 

members a few months ago.  Mary served many 

years on the Committee and we have very fond 

memories of her especially as one of the “trolley 

dollies” as, with Yvonne Curtis, they always 

managed to find a supermarket trolley on the 

Reserve whilst litter picking.  Her funeral was 

well attended by friends and family. 



CHRISTMAS  FAYRE 

Well, what can we say about the Christmas Fayre 

other than rain, rain and more rain.  At least it 

wasn’t too windy and cold.  We did our best in 

making it safe for our visitors with a wooden 

walkway and the gazeboes completely enclosed to 

keep the rain out.  There was mulled wine and 

cider to keep everyone happy and Linda excelled 

her baking skills with cakes and biscuits. 

 
29

th
  CURDRIDGE  SCOUTS 

This group made a return visit to the Centre at the 

beginning of October.  They had a walk around 

the Reserve learning about the effects of non-

native species.  They then had a pro-active session 

on the damage of plastics on our eco system.  

They enjoyed themselves so much that their leader 

wished they could have gone on for another hour. 

 
Apologies for the rather fuzzy picture as the 

camera person forgot to put the flash on! 

ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING 

At the Annual General Meeting held on the 22
nd

 

November your Committee for the coming year 

was agreed as follows : 

Chairman – Colin Oliphant. 

Vice-Chairman – Mac Ince. 

Treasurer – Linda Oliphant. 

Secretary – Val Wells. 

Committee – Richard Barton, Phil Budd, Steve 

Crabbe, Steve Groom, Joanne Gulliver, Claire 

Jenkins and Terry Rendle. 

 

CONSERVATION  WORK  DAYS 

We have been very busy during the Autumn 

months.  The shallow end of the pond has been 

cleared in order to clear a feeding area for our 

resident bats. 

 
This is Tom who is currently on a gap year in 

Australia and will be back in the Spring. 

 
Some amazing fungi was seen in October as well 

as evidence that the deer are still on the Reserve. 

 
Bruce is busy clearing the brambles in November 

and the University Conservation Group also came 

along to help clear lily out of the pond. 
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