
NEWSLETTER 

September 2018 

ONE  LONG  HOT  SUMMER! 

We hope you all enjoyed the wonderful summer 

we have just experienced.  Unfortunately we 

didn’t get away without any fire damage as we 

received an e-mail from Nick, one of our 

members, headed “Ragwort saves meadow”.  Nick 

was passing Botany Bay meadow when he saw a 

fire and helped put it out with the aid of ragwort.  

The grass has already grown back.  At the other 

end of the spectrum, Botany Bay Road flooded 

again due to the blocked culvert despite our 

regular efforts to keep it cleared. 

 
With all this hot weather, we ask ourselves why 

did it pour with rain on the day we decided to 

have a “thank you” barbecue after the Work Day 

for our volunteers in July.  It didn’t dampen our 

spirits as we carried on cooking indoors and had a 

quiz thanks to Terry. 

VISITING  GROUPS 

We have had many groups to the Centre during 

the summer undertaking tasks.  Excelitas 

volunteers from Hamble came again and coppiced 

the large tree at the far end of the meadow and 

cleared the culvert.  90 year 4 children from St. 

Monica School spent an afternoon with us 

clearing our footpaths and were well behaved.  

Forest Schools had a couple of sessions in June 

and six sessions in August.  They are due back 

again in October.  The Itchen South Cubs had a 

very enjoyable evening pond dipping at both ends 

of the pond.  This was led by Steve Groom who 

has been co-opted onto the Committee following 

Candy’s departure.  Steve and his family have 

been members for many years and we are very 

grateful for Steve’s expertise as he has taken over 

the co-ordination of visiting youth groups. 

We also had a visit from 3
rd

 Woolston Brownies 

led by Mac.  They were due to be pond dipping 

but the water was too low so instead searched for 

butterflies and spiders. 

 
BAT  EVENING 

80 people attended the Bat Evening in August 

which Candy came back especially to lead.  We 

were not disappointed as the pipistrelles gave us a 

wonderful display and we were able to say 

goodbye to Candy officially. 

 
WORK  DAYS 

Despite the hot weather, we worked hard during 

the summer keeping the footpaths and non-native 

invasive species under control and had a visit from  

the Daily Echo.  We even cleared the footpath 

along the Shoreburs as far as Alfriston Gardens.  

We are now beginning our Autumn/Winter 

programme and our next Work Days are on 30
th

 

September, 28
th

 October and 25
th

 November. 

  



 
NEW  FOREST  SHOW 

For the third year running we attended the New 

Forest Show at New Park, Brockenhurst in July.  

As usual it was very busy and we were making 

bird feeders and bird boxes with the children.  

Colin had the foresight to take a fan so we didn’t 

completely melt.  We were visited by the 

President who was very impressed with the work 

that we do.  Thanks to our volunteers who helped : 

Steve, Pip, Ann, Georgina and Surinder. 

 
ROMSEY  SHOW 

Whilst at the New Forest Show we were 

approached by the organiser of Romsey Show 

who wanted us to undertake the same activity for 

the children at that show.  We were also allowed 

to take along our usual items such as tombola, etc.  

We had a reasonable day although we were quite a 

long way from the “main action” in the 

Countryside area. 

 

FUTURE  EVENTS 

We will be at the Pumpkin Festival at Royal 

Victoria Country Park on Saturday, 13
th

 October. 

 
Information will shortly be circulated regarding 

the Annual General Meeting to be held on 

Wednesday, 21
st
 November.  We’ve also decided 

to hold our Christmas Fayre at the Centre again 

on Saturday, 1
st
 December. 

GOODBYE  CANDY  AND  THANK YOU 

As you all know, Candy has moved on to pastures 

new working in Swindon and sluming it in the 

Cotswolds.  We wish Candy and Dave all the 

happiness and success in the future. 

 
 

New website address : www.sholingvalleys.org.uk 
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