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HEDGEHOGS, HEDGEHOGS  AND  MORE  

HEDGEHOGS 

  
In December, we were asked by a Wildlife Rescue 

Centre if we would release rejuvenated hedgehogs 

into Miller’s Pond Local Nature Reserve.  So, just 

before Christmas, nine hedgehogs were released at 

various locations on the Reserve.  They were 

provided with shelter, bedding and food.  Hedge- 

hogs may give birth to their hoglets late in the 

year.  Such youngsters will not have enough time 

to build up sufficient fat reserves to enable them 

to survive hibernation.  The absolute minimum 

weight to see them through the winter is 450 gms 

(1 lb) and any hedgehog below this weight will 

have problems.  However, hedgehog carers prefer 

to get autumn juveniles in care to an optimum 

weight of 600 gms (1 lb 6 oz) or more. The 

Wildlife Rescue Centre has asked if we would 

release more hedgehogs in the future and some of 

our members have also expressed interest in 

releasing a hedgehog in their gardens. 

  

Hedgehogs are considered a “gardener’s friend” as 

they eat slugs, beetles, caterpillars, etc.  However, 

they can travel up to two miles in a night foraging 

and need access between gardens.  They need 

space 5x5” wide between fences.  Any food put 

out for them should be meat based dog or cat food 

and fresh water, never cow’s milk.  Leave wild 

areas and avoid ‘tidying up’ too much.  

Hedgehogs tend to hibernate between November 

and mid-March and may choose a stack of leaves 

or branches in your garden.  Their only real 

predator is the badger but there are hazards in our 

gardens such as netting and broken wire.  Hedge- 

hogs have poor eyesight but are quite curious, 

meaning they sometimes fall into ponds, drains 

and gullies.  Make sure you provide an escape 

ramp if you have a pond.  We all know that hedge- 

hogs are in decline as confirmed in a recent bleak 

Winterwatch film about its future.  We are lucky 

in eastern Southampton as it is very green but 

unfortunately the car is still “king” and many 

gardens have been paved over for parking 

destroying the hedgehog’s habitat.  As usual with 

any creature that is in trouble or decline, it is us 

who are responsible. 

 
If anyone would like to release a hedgehog into 

their garden and they meet the criteria above, 

please e- mail sholingvalleys1@btinternet.com.  

More information is available on the British 

Hedgehog Preservation Society website. 

CONGRATULATIONS!!! 

Jo Butcher, one of our regular Conservation Work 

Day volunteers and a member for many years, is 

very proud of her son, Billy Morgan, who has won 

a bronze medal at the recent Winter Olympics. 

mailto:sholingvalleys1@btinternet.com


WE’VE  GROWN! 

On the subject of the Miller’s Pond Local Nature 

Reserve, Mac has been working on creating our 

new website and information leaflets.  On visiting 

the Government LNR website for designated LNR 

sites with Natural England, it officially states that 

the Miller’s Pond Local Nature Reserve is  8.14 

hectares which equates to 20.10 acres.  We have 

always thought the site was 5.5 acres but this may 

explain why we get so tired when out working on 

our Conservation Work Days. 

PEARTREE  GREEN 

Still on this subject, the Friends of Peartree Green 

are pleased to announce that Peartree Green has 

been declared a LNR and is the third LNR on 

Southampton City Council’s open space, sitting 

between Sholing Valleys and Chessel Bay.  Pear- 

tree Green is a diverse habitat of approximately 

20.8 hectares (51.4 acres).  We are all invited to 

attend the Launch Event on Saturday, 7
th

 April at 

10.00 a.m. on Peartree Green.  There is a walk for 

dog owners at 9.00 a.m. and refreshments in the 

United Reform Church following the Formal 

Declaration.  Phil Budd is conducting a guided 

walk at 2.00 p.m. and a Children’s Nature Hunt is 

available all day. 

CONSERVATION  WORK  DAYS 

We have been working very hard on the last 

Sunday of each month, from the end of December.  

Many jobs have been undertaken to keep the 

Reserve safe and accessible so several fallen trees 

have been cleared.  A great deal of work has also 

been undertaken on the footpaths and the copse. 

31
st
 December, 2017 : 

 
 

 

On the January Conservation Workday we had 

very many new faces and whole families came 

and helped us as well as regular helpers.  The 

Naturewatch Group was also inundated. 

28
th

 January, 2018 : 

  
We’ve continued to work on the footpaths and our 

volunteers worked tirelessly over the last weekend 

in February.  25
th

 February, 2018 : 

  
The footpaths around the site are looking really 

good now.  The Council completed the Botany 

Bay path together with the kissing gates. 

  
We don’t always have the equipment or finish the 

job completely in time but we get there in the end. 

  
Thanks to Bruce Larner for photos. 

   
HAPPY  EASTER! 
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