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What is Year of the Child 2020?

The Year of the Child is being spearheaded by Southampton City 

Council as part of its ambition to become a Child Friendly City 

and will bring together the city’s businesses, arts and cultural 

venues and providers, voluntary and community organisations, 

for a year-long programme of consultative and celebratory 

events , that share a common goal:

- ensuring children and young people in Southampton have an 

active role as part of their communities and have the best 

possible start in life, whatever their circumstances. 



Why Year of the Child?

The term resonates with the UN Rights of the Child and emphasises that 

all children, young people including have rights protected in the UN 

Charter that Child Friendly cities aspire to achieve.

It is a stepping stone towards achieving our ambition to become City of 

Culture 2025 we will be inviting children and young people, with 

stakeholders, to reflect together on what Southampton will look like in 

the future for a child yet to be born.  

A children’s pledge will help orientate the city’s leaders and decision 

makers to work together to ensure that the city’s growth and 

development, proceeds with the rights and perspectives of children 

firmly at its heart.



What is Child-Friendly Southampton?

A Child-Friendly City is a city where the aspirations, needs and rights of 

children are a central part of public policies, place-shaping and decision-

making. 

Southampton City Council sees Year of the Child as a significant step to 

the city’s recognition as one of Europe’s child-friendly cities and aspires 

to join a network of cities internationally who are committed to ensuring 

the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child is at the heart of 

everything we do – becoming children and young people’s gateway to the 

world.



Child Friendly Cities

There are generally considered to be two types of child friendly city although 

the ideal model combines both. 

The first is a city where children have a lot do and have high levels of 

playability and mobility.  This emphasises children’s ability to interact with the 

public realm and with the design phase of new public spaces 

The second is a participative approach that is fundamentally linked to 

children’s rights.  

This can be enshrined in commitments or pledges to support the rights of 

children and children are deeply involved in local decision making.  Place 

based planning is undertaken with children’s perspectives in mind.



What kind of child friendly city do we want to be? Why is this 
important? What questions might we ask in a Year of the Child? 

Research into the impact of child friendly cities have almost universally highlighted 
the following as priority issues for children that make them happy or sad about 
where they live, restrict or enable their mobility or support/prevent their access to 
opportunities for play:

Happy Sad

Safety and free movement Heavy traffic

Peer gathering places Rubbish and litter

Varied activity settings

Safe green spaces



What does Southampton look like for the child 
yet to be born in 2030, 2040, 2050?

What do we worry it will be like?

What do we want it to look like?

What are the enablers for a Child Friendly City?


