
1 

 
FUNDING FORECAST 
 
 
Southampton City Council 
Economic Development & Regeneration     No. 5 / January 2012  

 
 
NEWS 
 
Happy New Year to everybody and welcome back to the world of funding news! 
Funds to watch out for this year include the second tranche of the Big Local Trust areas which will 
follow once the trustee for the local trust has been set up. The Coastal Communities Fund which is a 
new fund designed to support the economic development of coastal communities and will target 
projects that support charities, the environment, education and health.  The Green Deal framework 
will be launched from October 2012 and will enable many households and businesses to improve the 
energy efficiency of their properties. The Green Deal will introduce a new finance mechanism 
enabling the cost of energy efficiency measures installed to be paid back via the energy bill. Local 
Authorities are expected to play a vital role in the roll out of this scheme.  
 
• European 
 
• Congratulations to Southampton City Council’s flagship project GRaBS (Green & Blue Space 

Adaption for Urban Areas & Eco-Towns) for being shortlisted for an EU Regio Stars Award under 
the category ‘Sustainable Growth : Eco-System Services. The project is a network of leading 
organisations across Europe involved in integrating climate change adaptation into urban 
planning and development; including green infrastructure such gardens, parks, productive 
landscapes, green corridors, green roofs and walls; and blue infrastructure such as water 
bodies, rivers, streams, floodplains and sustainable drainage systems. Winners will be 
announced on 16th January.  

 
• As reported in the last edition of FF, the EU has adopted a draft legislative package that will 

frame EU Cohesion Policy for the period 2014-2020. As a result proposals for new programmes 
of work are now emerging, including a new LIFE Programme for the Environment and Climate 
Action worth €3.2bn. Briefly, the programme aims to build on the success of the existing LIFE+ 
Programme but with greater impact and more flexibility. Key themes include the creation a new 
sub-programmes for Climate Action (climate change, mitigation & adaption) and Environment 
(resource efficiency, bio-diversity, governance & information). For more go to 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/about/beyond2013.htm#proposal. 
 

• Do you work in the field of training or employment /  involved in the development of vocational 
and professional training courses in maritime skills; health and social care; hospitality, catering or 
tourism; or green infrastructure. Are you interested in providing training opportunities to support 
access to employment for young people aged 16-25 yrs and/or mentoring for people at risk of 
unemployment?  Then the Interreg Channel Programme would like to invite you to the Roadshow 
‘From Training to Employment on both sides of the Channel’ on 25th January in Maidstone for 
briefings and 15th March in Rennes for networking and development workshops. To register 
contact interreg2012@hautenormandie.fr or call 0033 (0)2 35 52 21 15.  
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• UK  

• DWP £200 million European Social Fund Provision for Families with Complex Needs DWP 
will officially launch the provision in January 2012. It is delivered through its Framework 
providers across twelve Contract Package Areas. Contracts have gone live across the country 
during December. Councils have no contractual arrangements but will refer these families on to 
providers in their CPA to access provision. Providers will work closely with councils on referrals, 
and update progress on a monthly basis. Intervention for every referral will be over twelve 
months only. Information is available on http://www.dwp.gov.uk/newsroom/press-
releases/2012/jan-2012/dwp001-12.shtml 

 
• Big Lottery 

• Building Capabilities for Impact and Legacy discussion paper 

Big is publishing a discussion paper around BLF’s plans for funding of support services for 
voluntary organisations. This is called ‘Building Capabilities for Impact and Legacy’ This 
discussion paper sets out the principles which will inform BLF’s approach and give interested 
organisations (including both infrastructure and frontline voluntary organisations) the chance to 
inform BLF’s thinking as they decide how best to implement these principles and take a long 
term view of what to invest in, based on supporting organisations and activities that combat fuel 
poverty and deprivation. People will be able to respond online until 15 March 2012. 
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/building_capabilities?fromsearch=-uk 
 

• The Big Society Investment Fund (previously known as the Big Society Bank). The Big 
Society Investment Fund has agreed in principle to invest £3.1m in four projects raised through 
funds from dormant bank accounts whilst Big Society Capital is being set up. It is anticipated that 
Big Society Capital, will be fully operational by the first quarter of 2012. 
http://news.biglotteryfund.org.uk/pr_281211_bsif_invested_in_big_society_projects?regioncode=
-uk 

 
• The Heritage Lottery Fund 

HLF are set to launch a small grants programme in February in conjunction with the BBC linked 
to a regional TV programme, which will be worth £1m with around 100 awards expected to be 
worth between £3-£10k. The programme will encourage local people to get involved in heritage.  
 

 
• Diary Dates  
 
• Next Funding Forecast 27 February 2012.  
 
• As part of the Big Lottery Fund’s review of the Reaching Communities buildings strand the BLF 

would like to hear your thoughts on community buildings in the South East to help shape future 
funding streams. BLF’s South East team are organising a regional insight event on Thursday 2 
February 2012 in Guildford to provide stakeholders with an opportunity to voice their opinions on 
this current funding offer and how it could be improved to better meet the needs of people and 
communities most in need against a limited programme budget. If you would like to attend this 
event, please email sarah.carroll@biglotteryfund.org.uk by 16 January 2012. 

 
• As reported previously the Funding & Development Forum is to host a free one day seminar on 

Thursday 15 March 2012. The aim is to help participants strengthen and improve their future 
funding proposals by increasing their knowledge and understanding of the strategic priorities of 
Southampton Connect, the Solent region, and a major UK funder. The event will feature guest 
speakers, practical workshops and toolkits to help you present your bid in the wider context. This is 
a great opportunity to foster partnerships, identify commonalities, consider how your project could 
contribute to the key challenges that face the city by ‘adding value’ or even upscale your operation.  
Numbers will be limited to 30, therefore anyone interested in attending should submit an 
expression of interest in the first instance to regeneration@southampton.gov.uk 



3 

 
 
 
European Programmes 

 
Economic Development 

 
Name 

 
Interreg IVA Channel programme for co-operation between England 
and France 
 

 
Who can apply 

 
Coastal areas on either side of the Channel and in UK from Cornwall to 
Norfolk 
 

 
Deadlines 

 
Pre-submission 12.03.12 with deadline 11.06.12 
Pre-submission 16.07.12 with deadline 15.10.12 
 

 
Summary 

 
Supports cross-border cooperation projects between the coastal regions on 
either side of the Channel. Funds projects on issues of common interest, 
especially economic development, citizenship and environment. Specific 
focus is to be given to maritime projects during the next Call across all 
priorities: 
1. Reinforce the sense of belonging to a common space 
2. Build partnerships between those involved in cross-border economic 
development and centres of excellence 
3. Build an attractive common space to live in and visit 
4. Ensure a sustainable environmental development of the common space 
 

 
Funding 

 
Up to 50% of eligible costs. 

 
More 

 
www.interreg.proxiad-normandie.fr 
julien.tognetti@cr-haute-normandie.fr 
 

 
 
Name 

 
URBACT II - Urban Development Networks 
 

 
Who can apply 

 
Public bodies, universities and research centres.  
 

 
Deadlines 

 
15.03.12 
 

 
Summary 

 
The programme supports exchange and learning activities relevant to 
sustainable urban development, including social housing, transport, urban 
planning, communities and young people. This Call invites proposals from 
one of the following topics: 
Innovative cities 

1. Promoting innovation and the knowledge economy.  
2. Promoting social innovation.  
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3. Promoting employment and supporting labour mobility.  
4. Promoting entrepreneurship.  

Sustainable cities 
1. Developing low carbon and energy-efficient urban economies.  
2. Enhancing urban planning performance and an efficient public 

administration.  
Inclusive cities 

1. Promoting the active inclusion of specific groups. 
2. Fostering regeneration of deprived neighbourhoods and combating 

poverty. 
 

 
Funding 

The total eligible budget for a Thematic Network is €800,000. This is divided 
between the Development and Implementation Phase as follows: 

• Development phase - maximum of €100,000.  
• Implementation phase - maximum of €700,000.  

The maximum ERDF intervention rate is fixed at 70% for partners from 
Competitiveness regions and 80% for partners from Convergence regions. 
 

 
More 

 
http://urbact.eu/en/header-main/get-involved/call-for-proposals-and-jobs/ 
 

 
 
Environment  & Energy 
 
 
Name 

 
Intelligent Energy Europe (IEE) Programme (CIP-IEE-2012) 
 

 
Who can apply 

 
Any public or private organisation established in the EU. 
 

 
Deadlines 

 
8.5.12 

 
Summary 

 
The programme aims to assist the EU’s ambitious climate change and energy 
targets by supporting projects, innovation initiatives and best practice 
exchange in the fields of energy efficiency, renewable energy and clean 
transport. In general projects require at least 3 partner organisations from 3 
different eligible countries, with budgets usually €0.5 - €2.5 million. The 
current call covers actions in the following fields:  

• Save - Energy efficiency and rational use of energy resources. 
• Alterner - Renewable energy resources, including electricity, heating 

and cooling, and bio-energy. 
• Steer – Energy in transport, including sustainable mobility plans, 

urban freight distribution, promoting green leisure travel, and energy  
• efficient vehicles. 

It will also fund integrated initiatives in 3 further areas of activity: nearly-zero 
energy buildings; local energy leadership; and mobilising local energy 
investment.  
 
The next IEE Information Day will take place on 24th January in Brussels. 
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/events/2011/european-infoday_ 
en.htm 
 

 
Funding 

 
Total programme budget €67m  
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More 

 
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/getting-funds/call-for-
proposals/index_en.htm 
 
or contact Intelligent Energy Europe helpdesk via 
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/contact/index_en.htm 
 

 
 
 
Community  
 
 
Name 

 
Daphne III Programme 
 

 
Who can apply 

 
Domestic violence and child protection services. 
 

 
Deadlines 

 
29.03.12  
 

 
Summary 

 
The previously delayed Call for the Daphne Programme has finally been 
announced with a total budget of €25.8m. The programme supports projects 
that aim to combat and prevent violence against children, young people and 
women, and to protect victims and groups at risk. Projects may be up to 24 
months in length with a minimum of 2 partners from 2 member states, 
although priority is given to large-scale projects built on a wide partnership 
involving organisations from a significant number of member states.   
 
Proposals to this Call should focus upon: 

• Rights of victims of violence.  
• Violence linked to harmful practices. 
• Children as victims and perpetrators of violence. 
• Perpetrator programmes and interventions. 
• Training programmes for professionals in contact with victims. 
• Empowerment work at grass-roots level.  
• Media violence and in particular new technology and social 

networking. 
 

 
Funding 

 
Applications for a minimum grant of €75,000, for up to 80% of overall eligible 
project costs. 
 

 
More 

 
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/newsroom/grants/daphne_call_for_proposals_actio
n_grants_2011_2012_en.htm 
 

 
 
 
Name 

 
Health Programme  

 
Who can apply 

 
Non-governmental organisations, public sector bodies, public administrations, 
universities, higher education establishments, public and private research 
institutions. 
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Deadlines 

 
09.02.12 
 

 
Summary 

 
The Health Programme aims to support a number of initiatives that seek 
innovation and good practice in a number of areas including: 

• Local community including school based initiatives to prevent 
overweight and obesity among children and adolescents. 

• Support to the European Innovation Partnership on active and healthy 
ageing. 

• Good practice and working methods to support healthy choices and 
enhance life skills to prevent alcohol-related harm integrated into 
regular youth activities or through peer support. 

• The impact on air transport of health threats due to biological, 
chemical and radiological agents. 

 
This new Call has a total budget of €13.1m. 
 

 
Funding 

 
Up to 60% of eligible project costs 
 

 
More 

 
http://ec.europa.eu/eahc/health/projects.html 
 

 
 
 
Education, Youth and Citizenship 
 
 
Name 

 
Grundtvig In-service Training Projects 

 
Who can apply 

 
Organisations involved in adult education 

 
Deadlines 

 
16.01.12 
30.04.12 
17.09.12 
 

 
Summary 

 
The programme provides an opportunity for staff working with adult learners 
to improve their practical skills and to gain a broader understanding of 
lifelong learning across Europe by attaining training in another European 
country. A database of available courses is available on programme 
website. 
 

 
Funding 

 
The programme supports course fees, preparation costs and travel & 
subsistence. There is no overall limit although flat rates apply. 
 

 
More 

 
http://www.grundtvig.org.uk/page.asp?section=00010001001800010001&s 
ectionTitle=In%2DService+Training 
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UK Programmes 

 
Big Lottery 
 
 
Name 

 
Communities Living Sustainably 
 

 
Who can apply 

 
Partnerships that bring together the public, private, voluntary and community 
sectors. 
 

 
Deadlines 

 
31.1.12 

 
Summary 

 
Communities Living Sustainably will fund up to 10 sustainable and resilient 
communities to help deal with the potential impact of climate change. These 
communities will provide inspiration and share their learning with other 
communities across England. The Big Lottery is particularly interested in 
supporting the most vulnerable groups and communities who are more likely 
to be affected by climate change. 
Proposals from partnerships must meet all of the following outcomes: 

1. Communities are better prepared for environmental challenges and 
longer term environmental change and understand the improvements 
they can make to live more sustainably.  

2. Vulnerable people affected by the impacts of climate change are able to 
make greener choices to help improve their quality of life.  

3. Communities maximise the use of their assets and resources to create 
new economic opportunities and live more sustainably.  

4. Communities have a greater understanding of and more opportunities to 
use natural resources more efficiently. 

 
 
Funding 

 
Total budget up to £10m 
Development grants up to £10K  
Full grants up to £1 million for up to five years.  
 

 
More 

http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_communities_living_sustainably?tab=1
&regioncode=-uk 
 

 
 
 
Name 

 
Community Sustainable Energy Programme 
 

 
Who can apply 

 
Applicants should be not-for-profit community based organisations (inc. 
voluntary groups, charities, schools, parish councils and faith groups meeting 
certain conditions).  
 

 
Deadlines 

 
17:00 on 29.2.12 

 
Summary 

 
Capital grants for the purchase and installation of any combination of the 
following heat generating microgeneration technologies: Solar thermal hot 
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water; Heat pumps; Automated wood pellet stoves; Wood fuelled boiler 
systems. 
 
Funding will also be available for energy efficiency measures e.g. cavity wall 
and loft insulation in combination with the heat generating microgeneration 
technology. Where these are not already in place, applicants will have to 
install them in order to qualify for a microgeneration capital grant. 
 

 
Funding 

 
Grants can range up to £50K or 50% cent of the project cost (whichever is 
lower). 

 
More 

 
http://www.communitysustainable.org.uk/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 BBC Comic Relief 
 
 
Name 

 
Managing Money Better – Older People's Programme 
 

 
Who can apply 

 
Projects involving partnerships between voluntary, public and private 
organisations will be looked on favourably.  Organisations which are already 
working with older people and for projects which involve older people in their 
design and delivery. 

 
Deadlines 

 
13.2.12. Applications chosen for further consideration will be invited to submit 
a full proposal and will then have until the end of March to submit this. 
The second cycle will open on 10.4.12. 
 

 
Summary 

 
There will be two grant cycles, one in January 2012, and another in April.  
This fund is to support projects helping older people (aged 65+) cope with the 
harsh economic climate and financial exclusion and hardship; it will focus on 
isolated older people and those living in the most disadvantaged areas.  
The work will need to deliver one or more of the following outcomes for older 
people to: 
• Manage their money more effectively  
• Increase their income  
• Experience less fuel poverty  
• Deal better with financial distress (such as abuse, scams and so on)  
 

 
Funding 

 
£2 million fund .The minimum grant size is £10K. Grants are administered by 
the Community Foundation Network: www.communityfoundations.org.uk. 
 

 
More 

http://www.comicrelief.com/apply-for-a-grant/programmes/managing-money-
better-comic-reliefs-new-older-peoples-programme 
 

 
 
Community Action Hampshire 
 



9 

 
Name 

 
ESF Community Grants 

 
Who can apply 

 
Charities, voluntary and community organisations helping unemployed people 
to get into learning and employment. Groups within in Hampshire, the Isle of 
Wight, Portsmouth and Southampton are eligible to apply. 

 
Deadline 

 
12 noon 17.2.12 
 

 
Summary 

 
The Community Grants programme offers grants for third sector organisations 
for work with people that will help them into learning and employment.  The 
programme is particularly aimed at people who are experiencing severe 
disadvantage, with these groups of people being prioritised: 

 Lone parents  
 Women  
 People with health or disability issues  
 People aged 50 and over  
 People from ethnic minorities and diverse communities 

 
The following kinds of activities would all be suitable for a community grant 
application: 

• Helping people with basic skills, perhaps needed because English is 
not their first language  

• Training to develop new skills  
• Providing advice or mentoring  
• Confidence-building and personal development  
• Job-finding skills, such as interview techniques and writing a CV  
• Providing or arranging work experience 

 
 
Funding 

 
Grants of up to £12K 

 
More  

 
http://www.action.hants.org.uk/index.php?id=727  
 

 
 
 
Department of Business, Innovation & Skills 
 
 
Name 

 
Second Phase of the Growth and Innovation Fund (GIF)  

 
Who can apply 

 
Sector Skills Councils, Industry Training Boards, formally constituted Sector 
Bodies, National Skills Academies, Employer Associations, Trade 
Associations and Professional Bodies in the United Kingdom. Collaborative 
applications are welcomed from multiple sector organisations. Local 
Enterprise Partnerships are also eligible to apply.  

 
Deadlines 

 
31.1.12 
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Summary 

 
The fund supports businesses in the UK to develop their skills solutions 
tailored to their own needs, transforming growth in their sector, region or 
supply chain. 

There are no minimum or maximum funding levels cited for individual 
projects. However, the selection criteria include looking at the scale and 
impact of proposals and how well proposed solutions meet priority needs 
identified by bidders in their sectoral analysis of what can unlock growth 
potential. For that reason, applications with a very small value will not 
generally be accepted. BIS expects most successful proposals to be on a 
relatively large scale requiring investment greater than £500K per annum 
over a period of approximately two years. 

GIF is able to invest in a wide variety of ideas and is actively seeking 
proposals that: 

• deliver demonstrably employer-led, innovative and future-proofed 
skills solutions;  

• support the drive to greater ownership of skills by employers;  
• use GIF investment alongside employer investment; and  
• build sustainable skills capacity and infrastructure.  

 
 
Funding 

 
The Department for Business, Innovation & Skills (BIS) is providing £34 
million during 2012-13, added to an existing budget of £29 million. With 
matched funding from businesses there will be approximately £60 million 
available under GIF this year 
 

 
More 

 
http://www.ukces.org.uk/ourwork/investment/growthinnovationfund 

 
 
Name 

 
Local Enterprise Partnership Capacity Fund – Round 2  

 
Who can apply 

 
All LEPs that have been asked to put their boards in place by Ministers are 
eligible. 

 
Deadline 
 

 
13.2.12 

 
Summary 

 
The Fund now has a broad objective of supporting LEPs to address the 
issues that will best help them deliver local growth. 
In order to simplify the programme, BIS has advised that there will be no 
bidding process for this round. However, to ensure compatibility with 
government finance rules, LEPs will be required to give some indication of 
how they intend to use their allocation before a formal grant offer is made. 
Funding can be used to support a range of activities, including the following: 

• Analysis of existing economic data or intelligence to help LEPs 
prioritise the activities to engage in.  

• Analysis of new or emerging industries or clusters.  
• Analysis of potential barriers and collection of new economic data. 

This may include analysis of data that already exists on a local 
authority level, on an LEP level.  

• Training for board members.  
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• Facilitating SME engagement with the partnership.  
• Identifying economic benefits of working between LEPs on 

infrastructure issues or sectoral priorities.  
To enable Partnerships to have some certainty for the future and to think 
about their ongoing activities, each Partnership's allocation covers the next 
three financial years with an equal amount of funding being made available 
in each year. BIS will consider alternative spend profiles of the allocation on 
a case-by-case basis. 
 

 
Funding 

 
£3m to be allocated. 
 

 
More 

 
http://www.bis.gov.uk/policies/economic-development/leps/capacity-fund 
 

 
 
 
Department for Transport 
 
 
Name 

 
Third Round of the Green Bus Fund  
 

 
Who can apply 

 
Bus companies (including Community Transport operators), local 
authorities in England, Passenger Transport Executives (PTEs), Transport 
for London (TfL) and companies leasing/renting buses to these bodies are 
eligible to apply to the Fund. 
 

 
Deadlines 

 
17:00 on 10.2.12 
 

 
Summary 

 
The aim of the Fund is to encourage bus operators and local authorities in 
every region to invest in low carbon technology and hasten the introduction 
of low carbon public transport. 
 
Funding from the Green Bus Fund round 3 can only be used to help meet 
the upfront cost of buying one or more new low carbon emission buses. It 
cannot be used to meet outstanding payments for buses already ordered or 
bought. But it can be used to turn an existing order for standard buses into 
an order for low carbon emission buses. Successful bidders will need to 
place orders with manufacturers for low carbon emission buses by end 
March 2012. All buses must come into service by 31 March 2013 
 

 
Funding 

 
Total budget of £20m. Each bidder is restricted to a maximum total grant of 
£5 million.  
 

 
More 

 
http://www.dft.gov.uk/publications/green-bus-fund-round-3 
 

 
 
Name 

 
Better Bus Area Fund 
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Who can apply 

 
Any English local transport authority outside London – County Councils, 
Integrated Transport Authorities, Metropolitan District Councils and Unitary 
Authorities – can apply for funding. 

 
Deadlines 

 
24.2.12 
 

 
Summary 

 
The aim of the fund is to increase bus patronage in busy urban areas, and 
the Department’s aims of creating growth and cutting carbon. Applications 
can cover geographical areas that cut across local authority boundaries in 
which case one transport authority should be identified as the lead authority 
with others as partner authorities. Bids, for example, might relate to 
particular bus routes that run across more than one authority  
 

 
Funding 

 
£50m is available to fund a minimum of 10 local authorities. Applications for 
up to £5m will be considered. Funding is available for revenue or capital or 
a mix of both. However in aggregate the split between revenue and capital 
is expected to be of the order of 50:50. 

 
More 

 
http://www.dft.gov.uk/publications/better-bus-areas-fund 
 

 
 
 
The Social Investment Business 
 
 
Name 

 
Social Action Fund 
 

 
Who can apply 

 
Properly constituted civil society organisations, Public sector bodies and 
businesses with a social mission in England are eligible to apply. 
 

 
Deadline 

 
Noon on 3.2.12 
 

 
Summary 

 
Successful applications will address the following themes: 
 

• Encourage people to come together in their locality to support 
each other: Projects that scale proven models to regional or 
national levels, or replicate them in other localities. Some priority will 
be given to models that encourage those who do not traditionally get 
involved as volunteers 
The Social Investment Business is particularly interested in models 
that offer people the opportunity to give time and / or money to 
activities that deliver a public benefit and complement the public 
sector. 

• Focus on the different life stages of volunteering.  
Programmes that target the following will be favoured: 
− Building a culture of participation among school children and 

university graduates  
− Encouraging professionals who have retired or are on point of 

retirement to use their experience and skills for community/public 
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benefit.  
− Inspire and support NCS graduates who want to continue 

contributing to their communities through social action projects.  
 

 
Funding 

 
Total fund is worth over £20 million. Grants of over £100K, with no 
maximum limit, will be awarded primarily to fund revenue costs 

 
More 

 
http://www.thesocialinvestmentbusiness.org/our-funds/social-action-fund/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 


