Will your group do itself justice when applying for funding to the Big Lottery Fund’s Awards for All programme?
Awards for All is the small grants programme from the Big Lottery Fund offering grants of between £300 and £10,000 for projects that improve communities, and the lives of people within them. When you apply, your application will be scored against six key areas. 
There are six key areas that grants officers consider when scoring your application.
1. How you will achieve our outcomes

2. The need for your project

3. Who will benefit

4. If we have funded you before

5. Your organisation’s income

6. The total project cost

Groups can work on the first three areas to strengthen their application. The last three are relatively fixed. 

1. How you will achieve our outcomes

Awards for All has four outcomes:
· People have better life chances

· Stronger communities

· Improved rural and urban environments

· Healthier and more active people and communities  
When filling in your application form, be clear about how your project will meet at least one of our four outcomes. Include information on: who will benefit, the level of change that will take place (use change words such as reduce, increase, decrease), and what has changed. For example, 40 people with mental health difficulties have increased confidence by the end of the project. Make sure you tick the outcomes your project will meet. 
2. The need for your project

BIG’s mission statement is, ‘we are committed to bringing real improvements to communities, and to the lives of those most in need.’ So your application will need to clearly demonstrate strong evidence of the need for your project. Take the time to read the guidance on your application form where you will find examples of how you might show need (e.g. surveys and waiting lists). 
3. Who will benefit

BIG is keen that the projects it funds are available to as wide a range of people as possible. Make sure you explain how your project will improve your local community. Indicate clearly on your application form all the potential beneficiaries your project is open to and be specific (e.g. older people, unemployed people). Explain how you will reach out beyond existing users to find service users from different backgrounds, particularly those most in need. Explain how you will promote or publicise your project. These details can help to strengthen your case for funding.  
Make sure you have read all the recent guidance material available on the Awards for All website, as this will help you write a strong application. Good Luck! 
Useful websites:
Awards for All website
http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/england/index.html
Awards for All application form

http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/england/apply/A4A-app-england.pdf 
