Information from FOG (City Council Funding Opportunities Group)
This group meets to help the council be more strategic and join up their bids for funding.

SVS has been invited to attend to try to ensure relevant links to wider activities in Southampton. 
At a recent meeting there was a presentation from Heritage Lottery Fund. The most important message was that bids needed to fit in with their key themes of conversation, involvement, access and learning. It is much wider than buildings and includes conservation of countryside and habitats, history, cultures and local traditions, records and collections as well as the obvious building and museums.

There is a pre-application service available and separate strands of funding ranging from £5k to over £2m. In Southampton there have to date been 9 successful bids by city council and 9 from other organisations in the city. For further details see their website www.hlf.org.uk or ring me, Chris Hammond, on 023 8021 6012.
The group has had several discussions about the distribution of Lottery Funds both within Southampton, the region and nationally. 
The FOG group has also started to develop their website found on the city council web page www.southampton.gov/uk/community/regeneration/fundingopportunitiesgroup
It includes a direct link to the free to use grantfinder programme and statistical information which will be of use when writing bids.  
